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DEMOCRACY AND I
EDUCATION IN VIRGINIA ?
HOWARD LEE McBAIN. I

Not long ago I heard a prominent and
Influential educator referred to by a man
of affairs as a fanatic because he believed
education to be a universal panacea for
all the Ills of our civilization. Tho ac¬
cusation, whether Just or unjust, sug¬
gests an interesting opposite phase to
that much quoted aphorism, "Ignorance
is a cure for nothing." And more than
this, it forces homo upon us a considera¬
tion of the praticai question: what are
the substantial social' achievements of ed¬
ucation when universally applied?
It may be v*ry' di/ubtful whether a

"panacea fof'tlíe" flls of civilization" Is
a desirable discovery, laying aside the
very pertinent question of Its possibility.
ÎWe progrese by friction. Our civilization
conslstH not so much In the splenaorof
our material possessions as In those
qualities of moral strength, of purpose¬
ful Initiative, of steadfastness of aim
nnd in that capacity for self government
.which have becomo the genius of the race

through centuries of rough discipline and
development It Is true, however, that In
recent years the method of our attack
upon social evils has changed. The whole
tendency of modern civilization has been
away from punitive methods and in the
direction of those of prevention nnd re¬
form. And It Is among the preventive, and
corrective forces which aro playing ns

Barge a part in the rapid advancement of
civilization that education takes undis¬
puted preeminence. If there Is any one
force which, speaking In the unequivocal
language of experience, promises the lai
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Best return to society In the progress of
virtue and probity among Its members
and In ahe final adjustment of social
complications and abuses, that one-forco
Is education. Unfortunately neither busi¬
ness men nor educators give half enough
thought to the tendencies ut civilization
and the direct Influence borne,upon these
tendencies by education. I would take
the broad ground that no adequate ap¬
preciation of tho problems of modern
life will be reached until men of.-affairs
come to regard problems of politics and
society as fundamentally educational, and
until teachers learn to look upon the
whole problem of education us essentially
sociological. Fortunately, however, the
deep ahd abiding interest of the American
people In matters of education and their
realization of educational needs, do
not hang upon their general recog¬
nition of so .far-sweeping a truth.
The day has long since passed when it
was necessary for educational enthusiasts
to keep ever beifore the public all tho co¬

gent arguments In favor of education In
general and public education In particu¬
lar. Few to-day have tho temerity to
confess their indifference to ilio subject,
and none, their antagonism. Hut the
trouble Is there are so many people who
are Interested in education in the ab¬
stract, and so few who are willing to be
taught a lesson from tho dull gray book
of facts and figures. It is this
lesson from tho book of facts and
figures which tho Intelligent people
of Virginia to-day stand most In need ot
being taught. Tho burning question wllll
us are:. What are the Immediate needs of
our educational system, nnd how may
they be most effectively met? And these
are questions which ought not to be asiced
without receiving a definite and fearless
reply.a reply that does not shrink from
the revelation off our present Inadequacy
and content Itself with voicing the mar¬
velous meusur.e of our educational pro¬
gress and heroism. It will not suffice to
Call back in extenuation upon the noble
and'courageous exertions already made |n
behalf of education, and to point the fin¬
ger of apology to the Insuperable obsta¬
cles we have encountered In working out
even u partially efllcient system of edu¬
cation. The accomplishments of our peo¬
ple In this regard need no apology. Only
tho Intelligent consecration and the sac¬
rificial service of our noblest, though too
often our obscurest, spirits could havo
made them possible. That, the margin ot
the unachieved Is not far broader is our
reasonable glory. Hut thn appalling fact
remains.-whatever may have been Its ul¬
timate cause.that In Virginia to-dny,
eleven out of every hundred white persona
over ten years of nge are still groping In
the horrible darkness of Illiteracy, while
the average length pf the school term
for every child 'between the ages of ft und
18 Is less than GO days In th« year. It Is
with such homely actualities as these
that the people o'f Virginia.and especially

·¦ of it»- urban communities.need to
ho brought face to faco.

\\ e are an Integral part of a nation
whoso just pride Is tho success of liei·
stupendous scheme of democracy. Hut
the Imsul assumption of democracy Is
that potentlul political equality of Its
people which on Inadequate system of
schools alone can give, And when wo
speak of democracy we must bear In
mimi timi in Virginia, Jn common with
the rest of the Bouth, the triumph of
democracy is comparatively a modern
achievement. The whole struggle of our
people f"r constitutional equilibrium dur¬
ing the first half t/f the nineteenth cen¬
tury was the endeavor to adjust a demo·
?.ri. lie organization of government to an
aristocratic organization of society baiii il
upon Hie existence of slavery as an In¬
stitution. It was only when the whole
«orlai fabric was torn aside as on Im¬
mediate risoli of the Civil War thai In«beginning of ,1 real democracy was had,
The common white man became a pos-t|b|e entity In politics and society. ]n
an aristocratic society, where ua· douma

of individualism spread Its destructivo
overgrowth, there was no placo for public
education. In a democratic society,
Where the advancement of the;-whqlé is
directly dependent upon the progress of
its individual units, there can be no
healthful existence without an inoreus-.
lngly efficient system of public education.
In any democratic community, social
progress Is direc'tly commensurate with
the advancement of public Intelligence.

It seems to me that in thus harking
back to tho social, political and-economic
conditions of yesterday, we ca.n 'best
comprehend the educational needs of to¬
day. Under thé old order of things, the
economy of the slave lay In the perpet¬
uation of an agricultural community.
He could have found no adjustment to a

more complicated Industrial organiza¬
tion. With his. emancipation, came also
the .economic emancipation of the
white people dt the South irom
agricultural bondage. The result has
been an industrial revolution carrying
with It untold complexities, "eut social
and industrial revolutions are not/ the
work of a day. Wo are utili in a trans-
itionlal stage. Tho old aristocratic order'
is still behind us. a new order of things
is before us but. the new democracy is
not yet realized and will not he fully
realized until books and newspapers and
the chance to acquire a handicraft are
made possible through schools for every
child in t'ha State, whether ho bo rich or
poor, white or black.
That the problem of education In Vir¬

ginia presents/ enormous difficulties Is
true enough. It Is true of tho. problem
throughout the South. Tho presence of
the negro ¿jives rise to the necessity for a
double system of schools and, In conse¬
quence to double fiscal burdens. More¬
over, our population, in spite of our muni¬
cipal growth, is still largely rural. Ac¬
cording to the latest United States cen¬
sus reports, less than one fourth of the
population of Virginia live In Incorpo¬
rated towns, of which there aro 150 hi
the State, ¡mil sixty-eight of- these..In
the class containing le»-·* than 500 inhab¬
itants. Our problem, therefore. Is large¬
ly tho problem of the rural school, the
school of the people. Residents of cities
are too often prone to look upon them¬
selves us the people, and In grnppllng-
wlth the stout problems of municipal ex¬
istence, to forget that thero are thoso
beyond who do not share tho oducatlon.il
advantages they enjoy.

if our problems aro formidable, our
courage and nur enthusiasm urn undaunt¬
ed. If. through tho shortsighted policy
of our forefathers, who grafted the no·
gro upon our soli, we nre to-day saddled
with tho tensest problem In the life of
the nation, wo may tukn heart of hope
In the thought that our ereatneas has
ever Juin In tho equanimity, the courage,
the heroism, with which the consequences
of our people's bluiidnre have boon mot
and overcome. Tho condemnation of any
people lies not so much In Its first false
step, laki-n in blindness, and often, as
In our case, In unwillingness, but in tho
failure to apply to tho solution of result¬
ing problems tini practical gonlys of a
more enlightened generation.
Surely^ no moro significant movement

has ever commanded tho uttontion of the
people of Vlrglnlu than that which has
been inaugurated, «vith Ilio promise of
mich great success, by tho Co-operullvo
Kiliiiatlon Commission of Virginia, with
Its general aim. the ln-iti-i ment of the
country common school», lis Inspiring
programme of purpose« tells at once tho
whole story of our educational needs, us
well an the wisdom ««41! practical Insight
of those noble splrltH who are directing
tho nascent energies of tho commission,
? nine months' school for every child,
a high Kchopl within reasonable dlsinncü
ot every 'iilld, the introduction of ugrl-
uliural an«) Industrial ¿raining In the
? IkioIk. Hie promotion of libraries, tho
oitanlzallou uf a citizen«' cilucatlon us-
t'j'.lailun in every cuuiity uu«J clty-^a

programme of such definite reforms can¬

not fail to arouse the interest of every
patriotic man arid woman of Virginia.
Standing, .Vnoß'iororftlolsm, but forcori-
structlon," the commission would further
the cause of the gospel of opportunity.
But Its ultimate, success must depend
largely upon thé measure of generous and
active sympathy-accorded It by the peo¬
ple throughout the State.
Can society afford.to be a supine wit¬

ness while the. door of opportunity and
self-respecting employment rémains shut
in the face of tho. aspirations and ambi¬
tion of any child? Should not the
chances of the child be kept well In paco
with tho onward'march of tho-nation?
Can wo hope, to beat-In harmony with
tho natural destiny in any surer way?
We have recently in our constitutional

revision taken our stand upon tho sound
principle of a. reasonable educational
qualification as a. condition of participa¬
tion In tin· government. Even laying
aside those higher·, and nobler appeals
of the right of the individual to enjoy
the opportunity-for pelf-betterment, does
It not become :our.-¡lrnmedIato duty, re-·
jolclng In the standard of,Intelligence wo
have set for'our'democracy, to place In
the, easy grasp 'of every child In the
Stato the cliaiicé'Of political, mental and
moral manhood?,;

WITH EASTER
comes thoughts· of sweetest muslo.
Call ¡it our wnrerooms and you will
find that tho swootest of all mus'P Is
easily coaxed from^ tho

World Renowned Chickering
mid wondaV/ully pure toned

Davenport & Treacy

Bargains In slightly used Uprlclit
Pluiiu·^this week.

Fergusson Bros.

BEST READY MIXED PAINTS,
Waxei.c, Floor WM.Brushe», Etc.
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CHARLOTTE, N. C.
(Special to The TImes-Dlsoatch.)

..CHARLOTTE. April,15.-Mr. Harry Shaw, of
this city, and Miss Eva Ros«, of Gaffnoy, 8.
C, (were married Wednesday afternoon ôt
the First Baptist Church at Gaffney. Mr. J.

Herbert Howëll, brothof-ln-law ot the groom,,
was host man. Mr. Shaw Is a eon of W. E.

Shaw, head of the Shaw Harness Manufac¬
turing Company, ot Charlotto, and Is one of
the foremost young business men of tho. city,
Whllo his bride was a bollo of tho South Caro¬
lina, town.
The engagement of Misa Irene Henderson,

daughter ot Mr. and Mm. Charles P. Hender¬
son, one of Mecklenburg's fairest daughter»,
and .»Mr. Frank L.' Androwe, ha been an¬

nounced. The prospectivo groom Is a prominent
young business man.

Mrs. Walter Scott gave a card'party Mon¬
day evening at tho resldenco of Mr«. John M.
Scott to a number of her friends, who thD-
roughly enjoyed tho evening. Tho. first prlzo
was ???? by Miss Carrie Marshall Brown, the
visitor's prize by Mrs. Paul Cliatham, the
consolation by Mrs.' Robert Mayer, aniL, tho
puncher's prlio by Mrs, Charlos Parker.·
Tho Shakespeare Club met with Mrs.· Helen

Hall Monday evening, the/subject for discus¬
sion being Othello,

j Sorosls had an Interesting meeting with Mrs.
John F. Yorko Tuesday afternoon ut her home
in Dilworth.
The Electric Hook Club ' met with Mrs.

R. E. Cochrano Monday afternoon:
MUs Irene Allison left Tuesday .for Scotland

Neck, N.'C., where elio will be bridesmaid on
tho. 19th Instant at the wedding of Miss Mary
Estollo! Johnson, of that town, .to-Mr. Paul
L.'.Bnjlsbury.- ?

Invitations' havo been Issued to tho marriage^
on tin' m; h Instimi, of Miss Lola Iler.th and
Mr. John Crawford, both popular young society
folks, Tho ceremony, will ho performed ut S:;I0
o'clock In the-evening In Tryon Street Metho¬
dist Church.·
At ? largely attended meeting of tho Wo¬

man's Club held Monday afternoon the follow¬
ing bflleors were elected: President, Mrs. ;J.
E, Rellly; Vlco-Presldent, Mrs.-I.-W. Falsoni
Recording Secretary, Mrs. Edtt'ln Howard:
Corresponding Secretar}', Mrs. Lucy Halllhtlr-
ton; Treasurer, Mrs. J. Leo Htfhter. Delegates
to the Stato Fedoratlon of Women's Clubs.
Sn'IiIcIi .will met .In Goldsbom, N. C, In May;
were electorl ns follows: tlnsdumos C, C.
Hook, ?.' D. Heath and ?. A· Murrell.
Mr. und Mr». Osmond 1,/ong Barrlnger. have

'returned from the|r honeymoon, «which was

sprint In Florida. '· ·' .!

Miss Gertrude Kearney,, daughter of Admiral
George Kearney, of tho Brooklyn navy-yard,
and Miss Frances Terry, daughter ef Lieuten¬
ant Terry, of the Navul Academy, aro KUPf·».
at thohoma ot Captain Jphn Wllkcs, a rotlrod-
naval onioer. .'
.Mrs. Kdward W. Flagg, of Pottsdam. N.

Y., who has bepn the guest of ,Mre. Luoy
Ilalllbiirton for sonio timo, has gone' to In¬
diana, whoro elio will visit her father before
returning home. ¦'¦¦

MIsb Ella Whltloy, of Georgia, Is. a guest
at tho hospitable homo of Mr. John Houston,
In tho county.

The Deaf and Dumb Barber.
Louis Stovall is a «leaf and dumb barber

in this city. Tho other day a, commercial
"drummer" went to Stovall's shop for

a ehavp ond shampoo. The .end of the

towel tickled him in the ear and lie

asked Louis, to tuck it In, which rociuest
was compiled with In that It was accom¬
panied by moro or less pantomime.· Tho·
tickling towel reminded tho drummer of
a bug story which ho immedlatoiybognn
to relato lo tho ton'soriu! urtlBt ln.h|s
peculiar and.Inimitable stylo. When tho
noxt barber asked lilm who he .was talk¬
ing to ho oxplalnod thut ho was telling
his barber » funny story and Bailed
ahead.
"Wore you ever In Kansas?" ho (asked.

Louis said nothing, but «till tho druhimcr
dhl.net got wise. When ho finished the
story and. got to tho big laugh, Louis
was out in front stropping his.razor nnd.
never butted nn eyelid. But the other
barbers lutiglieli long lind loud, ami when
the light dawned tho man with the big
story wont and dug up a spocl.ul bpjç'hp,
had won on results In West Virginia and
everybody, Including Louis, smoked up.--j
Austill Texas Stulesnmu, -'
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The Broad Street Bank
Invites the patronage of all who desire the
services of a thoroughly equipped, conserva¬

tively managed; banking institution.

Interviewa and Correspondence Invited.

BRANCH R. ALLEN'S
Broad-Street Store,
519 E. Broad Street.

, (At ?.'?. Miller's.)

The place for' good Drinks and

fine Clgur.s. The finest Innovation
Soda 'Fountain In the State. Wo have

tables and chalrsand everything up to

dato, Quick service and polite -at¬

tention,
GIVE US A CALL.

BRANCH R. ALLEN,
519 -East Broad Street.
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¦JANCER HOSPITAL
We want every man and woman

in the United. Slates to know what
we are doing. We are curing Can¬
cers, Tumors and Chronlq Sores
without the use of the knife, and
are endorsed by the. Senate and.
Legislature of Virginia, If you are
seeking a cure, come here and· you
'Will get It, We guarantee otir

X. cures,
'

| The Kellam Cancer Hospital
I RICHMOND, VA.

Pay the Painter
To-dáy und save having to rebuild.

PAINT PR13SBRVKS PROPERTY.
White Enamel and Hardwooi) a epoulalty.
Seni for estimatoli.

D, HARDY ????3, The Painter,
46 Yearn' Experience.

Office: 803 East Broad Street.

RICHMOND
WOOD-WORKING

COMPANY,
14 North Seventh Street,

HANUFACTURERS OP

Show Cases
'" ¦¦';'" in all sizes and styles.
Largo lot Just mnde -big discount.

Office Furniture
and Fixtures.

See our mahogany work at ííerohants
Bank, and National Bank of. Virginia. In·
ttrlor and exterior MILL WORK of all
kinds, LUMBKR DEALERS. Dressing
and resawing lumber in car lots a spe«
clalty.

Seed! Seed!
WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF

HIQH-QRADE

Field Seed.
clover, Timothy, Orchard, Herd·, Ken·
tucky Blue and Meadow Oat Gras«,
Seed Corni Oats and Potatoci.

?. R. SAVAGE & SON,Grain and Seed Merchants,
RICHMOND, VA,
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